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Care at Home Medication Knowledge Assessment

10 Rights of Medication Administration

In healthcare, medication safety has always been a priority. Historically, nursing
education emphasized the 5 Rights of Medication Administration: Right Patient, Right
Drug, Right Dose, Right Route, and Right Time. These principles laid the foundation for
reducing medication errors and ensuring that patients receive the care they need, when
they need it, and in the correct way.
As healthcare has evolved, with more complex medication regimens, increased use of
technology, and a deeper understanding of patient care, experts recognize the need to
expand this framework. This led to the development of the 10 Rights of Medication
Administration (below), a more comprehensive approach that includes clinical judgement,
communication, and respect for patient autonomy. In some healthcare systems they have
expanded the 10 Rights to include five additional enhanced safety checks, which serve as
supplemental safeguards in clinical practice.
Incorporating the 10 Rights of Medication Administration into daily practice is essential
for ensuring the safe and effective use of medications, minimizing the risk of errors, and
enhancing patient care.
The 10 Rights of Medication Administration are essential to ensure patient safety and
accuracy when given medications. They are:
1. Right Patient: Always confirm that you have the correct patient by checking at least
two identifiers, such as name and date of birth.
2. Right Medication: Ensure that the medication you are giving is the one that was
prescribed. Double-check the label.
3. Right Dose: Verify that the dose is correct, based on the prescription and your
calculations.
4. Right Route: Make sure you are administering the medication by the correct route,
such as oral, intravenous, or topical.
5. Right Time: Administer the medication at the time it is prescribed and be aware of
any time-specific instructions (e.g., before meals, at bedtime).
6. Right Reason: Confirm that the medication is appropriate for the patient’s condition
and that you understand why it is being given.
7. Right Documentation: Document the administration of the medication immediately,

including the time, dose, route, and any observations.
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10 Rights of Medication Administration

8. Right Response: Monitor the patient for the expected response to the medication
and for any side effects or adverse reactions.

9. Right Education: Make sure the patient understands what the medication is for,
how to take it (if they are taking it at home), and any potential side effects.

10.Right to Refuse: Respect the patient’s right to refuse the medication and ensure
that they understand the potential consequences of refusal. Document the refusal

and inform the prescribing provider if necessary.

1. Right Assessment: Confirm clinical parameters before giving (e.g., BP before
antihypertensives)

Right Evaluation: Assess therapeutic effect after administration

Right Expiry: Check the expiration date

Right Compatibility: Especially for IV medications

S

Right Diagnosis: Match the medication with the patient’s condition
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