Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP)

American Society of Health-System Pharmacists
(ASHP)

Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
VNAA Policy and Procedure Manual
Home Health VNA Policy #2047

CMS Conditions for Participation

Joint Commission

MA Board of Nursing

Jennifer Finn, MSN, RN



list (the

that the patient

Ensure COMPLETE
— Name of medication
— Dose
— Route
— Frequency
— If PRN, MUST contain reason _

— Prescribing physician when different from physician signing 485

Minimize use of the “instructions” box. Use the tabs/dropdownsthat containthe
information to make a complete order. The instructions box should only be used when
thereis no other alternative to convey information.

EVERY MEDICATION DOSE/ORDER NEEDS ITS OWN SEPARATE ENTRY! Don’t write
additional doses or frequencies in the instructions box of a medication entry.



Correct Order Entry:
“Tramadol 50 mg PO twice daily”

* Write order as the total dosage, not number of tablets (refer
to VNA policy #2047)



— Percocet

Cannot have a range for both the dose and frequency---must be
one or the other:

— Percocet 1-2 tablets PO every 4-6 hours
— Percocet 1-2 tablets PO every 4 hours (correct)
— Percocet 1 tablet PO every 4-6 hours (correct)
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ouffs i ose in milligrams; if
dose (med is d /en, can indicate in
each puff); streng

medication can be added in

instructions if indicated

Ex. DuoNeb can be written

Dry Powder Inhaler “0.5mg / 2.5mg inhalation”
(Spiriva, Advair Diskus) and state mL’s in instructions
* Enter the dose of the =]

medication (med is delivered
in its true form- Ex. 18mcg)
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. Example'-
Order: ValACYclovir 50mg/mL give 20mL PO TID
CORRECT: ValAcyclovir 1000mg PO TID

Instructions: 50mg/mL, give 20mL

The clinician will verify strength of med in the home




choose custom dosing to enter

# tabs.
Ex: Aggrenox (aspirin with
dipyridamole) has standard
dosing option, but you may
custom dose 25mg / 200 mg
S5

Assure a space on either
side of the slash “ / “

(to minimize confusing it
with the number 1)
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« rCustom Dosing -

Dose ZSmg j 200mg '
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Every Day







* The medication order must specify the
particular method SC, IM, IV, ID



Insulin Sli
Prednisone
Coumadin (best _
Oxygen (co ntinuous, HS, PRN)

Flu Vaccine (High dose luadrnvalent)
IV flushes (NS, Heparin)
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Official “Do Not Use” List’

V4 @\ Potential Problem Use Instead

U, u (unit) Mistaken for “0” (zero), the Write "unit"
number “4" (four) or “cc”
/ IU (International Unit) \ Mistaken for IV (intravenous) Write "International Unit"
or the number 10 (ten)

’ Q.D., QD, q.d., qd (daily) ‘ Mistaken for each other Write "daily"

Q.0.D., QOD, g.0.d, god Period after the Q mistaken for Write "every other day"
(every other day) "I" and the "O" mistaken for "l

Trailing zero (X.0 mg)* Decimal point is missed Write X mg

_ack of leading zero (.X mg) Write 0.X mg

MS Can mean morphine sulfate or Write "morphine sulfate"
magnesium sulfate Write "magnesium sulfate"

MSO, and MgSO4 Confused for one another

pplies to all orders and all medication-related documentation that is handwritten (including free-text
computer entry) or on pre-printed forms.

zero” may be used only where required to demonstrate the level of precision of the
value being reported, such as for laboratory results, imaging studies that report size of lesions, or
catheter/tube sizes. It may not be used in medication orders or other medication-related documentation.




